University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

5-6-1996

Renowned biologist examines diversity in life in UM lecture
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Renowned biologist examines diversity in
life in UM lecture" (1996). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 14136.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/14136

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of M ontana
University Communications
Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522
(406) 243-4520 FAX

NEWS RELEASE

This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
May 6, 1996
RENOWNED BIOLOGIST EXAMINES DIVERSITY OF LIFE IN UM LECTURE

MISSOULA -A Pulitzer Prize-winning author who is one of the world s toremost scientists and humanists
will deliver the fmal presentation of this season’s President’s Lecture Series at The University ot
Montana—Missoula Friday, May 10.
Edward 0 . Wilson, a sociobiologist best known for extending his theories ot animal
behavior to human beings, will discuss ' The Diversity ot Lite,

at 8 p.m. in the Urey Lecture

Hall. The talk, presented in the series as the Lucile Speer Memorial Lecture, is free and open to
the public.
Wilson, who has written or edited more than 20 books, has twice won the Pulitzer Prize tor
general non-fiction-in 1979 for "On Human Nature,” which challenged prejudices and
misconceptions about the nature-nurture debate, and in 1991 tor T he Ants,

which is the most

complete book ever written on the subject.
One of his most influential books, "Sociobiology: The New Synthesis, was a tinalist tor
the National Book Award in 1976. The final chapter of the book spurred controversy because ot
Wilson’s attempt to show that some aspects of human behavior are just as determined by genetic
makeup as animal behavior is.
In recent years, Wilson has turned his attention to the importance ot conservation and the

-more-
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threat of plant and animal extinction. His efforts promoting the preservation of the biological
diversity of the planet won him the Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement in 1984.
"He’s been the most prominent biologist to speak out on the need for conservation," said
Fred Allendorf, professor of biological sciences and head of UM’s Wild Trout and Salmon
Genetics Laboratory. "His book, 'The Diversity of Life,’ was the single best source in terms of
the biological basis for conservation."
Wilson has taught at Harvard University since earning a doctorate degree in biology there
in 1955. He serves as Pelligrino University Professor and curator in entomology of Harvard's
Museum of Comparative Zoology. He was named Harvard's Teacher of the Year in 1992.
The biologist has won many distinguished awards including the National Medal of Science
in 1977, the International Prize for Biology from the Japanese government in 1993, the National
Conservation Achievement Award from the National Wildlife Federation in 1992 and a Gold
Medal from the Worldwide Fund for Nature in 1990.
Wilson serves on the boards of the American Museum of Natural History, The Nature
Conservancy and the American Academy for Liberal Education, which he helped found.

m
Contact: Richard Drake, UM history professor and lecture series organizer, 243-2981; Edward
O. Wilson, Harvard University, (617) 495-2315.
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Local, Ravalli Republic
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